
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

CITY OF NEOGA 

HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

533 CHESTNUT AVENUE, NEOGA, IL 

AUGUST 14, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tony Kepp.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  Those present were: Commissioners Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, 
and Mayor Kepp.  Others present were City Clerk Brenda Evans, City Treasurer Diana 
Foor, Police Chief Andy Schabbing, Neoga News Editor Billie Chambers, Ronnie 
Groves, Brad Eaton, Jordan Burley, and Bob Stretch.      
 

MINUTES 
After reviewing the minutes, Commissioner Edwards made a motion to approve the 
regular and special session minutes from July 24, 2017.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lindley. Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Lindley, and Mayor 
Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried. 4-0.  
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, MAYOR KEPP 
 

IML CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 
City Clerk Evans informed the Council that the Annual IML Conference will be held on 
September 21-23 in Chicago, Illinois.  Evans explained that this is open to the council as 
well as park districts, libraries, fire, ambulance, and more.  Mayor Kepp said that each 
year great ideas are brought back to the council, and he would recommend to send both 
Diana Foor and Brenda Evans to the conference.  Commissioner Hartke made a motion to 
send both Foor and Evans to the conference.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, Lindley, Edwards and Mayor 
Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 
 
TIF APPLICATION 
City Clerk Evans told the Council that recently Viking Capital LLC completed their 
application requesting TIF funds.  Evans explained that the funds would be used for roof 
repairs, painting of the building and facade replacement at 540 Oak Avenue.  
Commissioner Hartke said that he is pleased to see someone complete the request, and 
this would be a nice improvement to that area.  Commissioner Hartke made a motion to 
accept the request in the amount of $8,300.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, Lindley, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  
Motion carried.  4-0. Mayor Kepp instructed Evans to contact City Attorney Willenborg 
to construct a contract with Viking Capital, LLC.           
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FINANCE, COMMISSIONER HARTKE 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
After viewing the treasurer’s report, Mayor Kepp ordered the financial report to be placed 
into the files of the City Clerk. 
 
REFINANCE OF CURRENT BONDS 
The Council reviewed an email from First Neighbor Bank Vice President Kevin Jansen 
regarding the city’s bonds.  City Clerk Evans explained that the bank has agreed to lower 
the current bonds from 5.5 % to 2.5% for the remaining eight (8) years.  Evans said that 
Jansen presented in the email a number of ways to restructure the bonds.  According to 
Evans, the Council could just leave the bond balance as is with the lower interest rate, or 
the city could pay $100,000 on the principal and then finance the remaining balance for 5 
– 8 years.  After reviewing all the proposed options, Commissioner Hartke made a 
motion to refinance the bonds at the 2.5% after paying $100,000, and take the bonds out 
only 5 years and continue to make the $50,007 annual payment.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, Lindley, Edwards 
and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 
 

PUBLIC PROPERTY,  
Mayor Kepp reminded those in attendance that an informational meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, August 22nd and Wednesday, August 23rd at 6 p.m. regarding the purchase of 
finished water from EJ Water Corporation.  Kepp explained that a representative from EJ 
Water and City Engineer Lee Beckman will be in attendance to answer questions from 
the general public.   
 
796 OAK AVENUE 
No report was given 
 
LIGHTING QUOTES 
City Clerk Evans told the Council that the lighting quotes have come back from two 
companies.  The bids were as follows:  
 
 D & M Electrical ……………………..$21,328.77 
 Premium Quality Lighting…………....$13,479.49 
 
After reviewing the quotes, it was the consensus of the Council to table it until the next 
meeting due to the fact that if the city decides to purchase finished water from EJ Water 
Corporation, then the lights would not be needed at the water plant.  Also, if the city 
decides to remodel the municipal building, the lighting may need to be changed as well.  
The police department needs to have new lighting soon, and this should be discussed 
again at the next meeting.   
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STREETS AND ALLEYS, COMMISSIONER EDWARDS 
PROPOSED PARKING LOT AT 6TH & LOCUST 
Commissioner Edwards told the Council that the First Christian Church would like to 
construct a parking lot on the corner of East 6th Street and Locust Avenue.  Edwards 
stated that the church wanted guidance on how to handle the drainage as well as 
constructing the curb and gutter.  After a lengthy discussion, it was the consensus to have 
all work performed by the church and strongly encourage them to apply for TIF funds on 
this project. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, COMMISSIONER LINDLEY 
Commissioner Lindley said that he has some concerns about a tree that may need to be 
taken down on the corner of 5th & Walnut Avenue.  Evans said that she would discuss 
this with Superintendent Helm. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Jordan Burley told the council that he is working on cleaning up his property; however, 
Howard’s Trash Service will not bring a dumpster due to the fact that he doesn’t have an 
account with them.  City Clerk Evans asked Mr. Burley to keep in contact with the City 
Attorney about the property since it is already condemned.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion at 7:52 pm to move into executive session for 
Sale or Lease of Real Estate – Section 2 (c) (6) – Limited to actual setting of price for 
sale or lease of public property, Purchase or lease of Real Estate - Section 2 (c) (5) – 
includes general discussion of whether land should be purchased or leased by the public 
body, and Personnel - Section 2 (c) (1) – Employee hiring, firing, compensation, 
discipline and performance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lindley.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Lindley and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none. Motion carried.  
4-0. 
      

RECONVENED AND ROLL CALL 
The meeting was reconvened at 9:13 p.m. on a motion from Commissioner Edwards.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lindley.  Those present for roll call were:  
Commissioners Edwards, Hartke, Lindley, and Mayor Kepp. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:55p.m.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Lindley.  Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, 
Lindley, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 
 
 
______________________________  
Brenda Evans, City Clerk   
 
________________________________         
Date 


