
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

CITY OF NEOGA 

HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

533 CHESTNUT AVENUE, NEOGA, IL 

DECEMBER 11, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tony Kepp.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  Those present were: Commissioners Edwards, Hartke, and 
Mayor Kepp.  Others present were City Clerk Brenda Evans, City Treasurer Diana Foor, 
Superintendent Tom Helm, Police Chief Andy Schabbing, and Jim Closson with 
IMLRM.  Commissioner Groves arrived at 7:10 p.m and Tony Reynolds arrived at 7: 16 
p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
After reviewing the minutes, Commissioner Edwards made a motion to approve the 
regular and executive session minutes from November 27, 2017.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Hartke. Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor 
Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried. 3-0.  
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, MAYOR KEPP 
 
2018 INSURANCE QUOTES 
Mayor Kepp explained to the Council that it was time to renew the general insurance for 
the City of Neoga.  At this time Mayor Kepp asked for Jim Closson to present his bid.  
Closson explained that the City of Neoga had been insured with IMLRMA for over 25 
years, and IMLRMA would love to have the city back.  Closson explained that the 
company does training programs for each department either online or regionally at no 
charge.  Mr. Closson also went through the coverages for the proposed policy and 
explained that the deductibles would be $500 for property and portable equipment, and 
$0 deductible on cyber liability should the city have any claims.  The policy also has $8 
million coverage for law enforcement. Mayor Kepp asked about increasing the general 
liability to $10 million due to the CN railroad requirements.  Closson explained that 
currently the policy is quoted at $8 million, but he would check to see how much more it 
would cost for the additional $2 million.  Closson explained the cost for the proposed 
policy is $41,936. 
 
Tony Reynolds from Dimond Brothers presented his proposed policy.  Reynolds said that 
the company did an evaluation of the personal property and increased the buildings from 
$303,075 to $608,000 due to the underinsured municipal building.  The police 
department was increased from $168,000 to $521,000.  Reynolds said that all buildings 
had flood and earthquake coverage, and the umbrella was at a $0 deductible.  The  
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property, equipment and general liability is a $1,000 deductible.  Reynolds quoted the 
insurance at $53,308.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner Hartke made a motion to 
proceed with the IMLRMA insurance policy due to the extra coverage, lower deductible, 
and lower premium.  Commissioner Groves seconded the motion.  Ayes, Commissioner 
Hartke, Groves, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 
 
ORDINANCE #902-12-17 An Ordiance Authorizing Purchase of Real Estate (890 Oak 

Avenue) 
 
After reviewing the ordinance, Commissioner Edwards made a motion to accept 
Ordinance #902-12-17 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  
Motion carried.  4-0. 
 
Resolution #08-12-17 A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Neoga, 

Illinois, Establishing a Schedule of Meetings for the 
Council and the Board of Zoning Appeals and Planning. 

 
After reviewing the resolution, Commissioner Edwards made a motion to accept 
Resolution #08-12-17 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hartke.  
Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion 
carried.  4-0. 
 
LEASE OF NEW COPIER AND PRINTER 
City Clerk Evans told the Council that the new maintenance contract for the copiers in 
the municipal building and the police department was received and it increased 
drastically in the past couple of years.  Evans said she met with the Watts representative 
and explained the situation and that the city needed a new printer in the office. Watts 
Copier came back with a new proposal that would include two new copiers and a printer 
for $102.27 per month which would be $4 higher than what we currently pay but would 
include more copies and a printer.  After a very brief discussion, Commissioner Groves 
made a motion to lease two new copiers and a printer from Watts Copier in the amount of 
$102.27 per month.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hartke.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Groves, Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  
4-0.  
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FINANCE, COMMISSIONER HARTKE 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
After reviewing the treasurer’s report, Mayor Kepp ordered the financial report to be 
placed into the files of the City Clerk.   
 
MONTHLY BILLS 
After reviewing the bill list, Commissioner Hartke made a motion to pay the monthly 
bills as presented in the amount of $25,130.73. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, Groves, Edwards, and Mayor 
Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 
 

ORDINANCE #903-12-17 An Ordinance Levying the Taxes for the Corporate 
Purposes of the City of Neoga, Cumberland County, 
Illinois, for the Fiscal Year Commencing May 1, 2017 and 
Ending April 30, 2018 

 
After reviewing the ordinance, Commissioner Hartke made a motion to accept Ordinance 
#903-12-17 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Hartke, Groves, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  
4-0. 
 

PUBLIC PROPERTY, COMMISSIONER GROVES 
 
SEWER REPAIRS AT 6TH & WILSON 
Superintendent Helm updated the Council on the sink hole on the corner of 6th & Wilson 
Avenue.  Helm explained that the public works department, along with Fuller & Wente 
Plumbing, opened up the area and discovered that the sink hole was due to a service line 
that had pulled away from the main.  Helm reviewed pictures with the Council which 
showed where the problem was and that he proceeded to repair the main as well as the 
private sewer line.  When asked why he repaired the private line, Helm explained that he 
didn’t want to keep the area open in the event someone would drive off into the hole.  
The Council explained that the repairs to the private line should have been done by the 
homeowner’s plumber not the city.  Helm explained that he felt the homeowner should be 
billed for the repairs.  The Council discussed at great length about charging the property 
owner however, since they didn’t get a chance to have their own plumber there, the 
Council decided to not charge them. Commissioner Edwards made a motion to not charge 
the property owners for the repairs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  
Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion 
carried.  4-0. The Council did explain that from this time forward, all correspondence 
with residents should be in writing and not verbal.   
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STREETS AND ALLEYS, COMMISSIONER EDWARDS 
Commissioner Edwards reported that the public works department has been working on 
cleaning the ditches in the past couple of weeks. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, COMMISSIONER LINDLEY 
No report was given.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chief Schabbing told the Council that he spoke with the Cumberland County Health 
Department about the drug Narcan.  Schabbing said that they will be holding training in 
the coming months.   
 
Superintendent Helm said that the Cumberland County Health Department has received a 
grant for the larvacide again this year and will be sending out paperwork.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion at 8:12 pm to move into executive session for 
Personnel - Section 2 (c) (1) – Employee hiring, firing, compensation, discipline and 
performance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner 
Edwards, Hartke, Groves, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 
      

RECONVENED AND ROLL CALL 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:53 p.m. on a motion from Commissioner Edwards.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hartke.  Those present for roll call were:  
Commissioners Edwards, Hartke, Groves, and Mayor Kepp. 
 
PAY RAISES 
After a brief discussion, Commissioner Hartke made a motion to give all full time 
employees, except a 3% pay increase, but leave all part time employees the same rate for 
2018.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, 
Groves, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried. 4-0. 
 
CHRISTMAS BONUS 
After a lengthy discussion about bonuses, Commissioner Hartke made a motion to give 
all full time employees $50 in Neoga bucks and a $20 gift certificate for a ham or turkey 
from Neoga IGA.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves. Ayes, 
Commissioner Hartke, Groves, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  
4-0. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Hartke.  Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, 
and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  4-0. 

  
 
________________________________   
       Brenda Evans, City Clerk 
 
 
________________________________ 
                          Date 


