
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

CITY OF NEOGA 

HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

533 CHESTNUT AVENUE, NEOGA, IL 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tony Kepp.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  Those present were: Commissioners Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, 
Groves, and Mayor Kepp.  Others present were City Clerk Brenda Evans, City Treasurer 
Diana Foor, Superintendent Tom Helm, Police Chief Andy Schabbing, Caleb Hill, Taylor 
Bernath, Seth Lanham, and Nathan Bergin. 
 

MINUTES 
 
After reviewing the minutes, Commissioner Edwards made a motion to approve the 
regular and executive session minutes from November 13, 2017.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Hartke. Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, 
Lindley, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried. 5-0.  
 
After reviewing the executive session minutes, Commissioner Groves made a motion to 
approve the minutes from October 23, 2017 as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Groves, Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, and 
Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, MAYOR KEPP 
 
ORDINANCE #901-11-17 An ordinance Authorizing First Amendment to a Contract 

for Private Development Pursuant to the City of Neoga, 
Illinois, Redevelopment Plan for Tax Increment Area 
(Viking Capital LLC) 

 
After reviewing the resolution, Commissioner Hartke made a motion to approve the 
resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Hartke, Groves, Lindley, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  
Motion carried.  5-0. 
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RESOLUTION #08-11-17 A Resolution in Support of Illinois Bicentennial 

Celebrations 
 
Mayor Kepp explained to the Council that December 3, 2018 will mark the 200th 
anniversary of the State of Illinois being admitted to the Union as a State.  This resolution 
would show Neoga’s support and honor the history of Illinois.  Kepp also explained that 
there will be a flag ceremony on December 4th to kick off this year long celebration. After 
reviewing the resolution, Commissioner Groves made a motion to accept the resolution 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Groves, Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  
Motion carried.  5-0. 
 

FINANCE, COMMISSIONER HARTKE 
 
MONTHLY BILLS 
After reviewing the bill list, Commissioner Hartke explained that the reason the bills 
were higher than normal was due to the new lights in the Municipal Building, Police 
Department, and the Public Works shop area.  With no other comments, Commissioner 
Hartke made a motion to pay the monthly bills as presented in the amount of $55,671.13. 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, 
Groves, Lindley, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 

2018 TAX LEVY 
Commissioner Hartke explained to the Council that the proposed 2018 tax levy has been 
received and each Council member should review it before the next meeting.  Hartke 
explained that due to the county being under the tax cap laws, the amount levied is still 
very limited.   
 

PUBLIC PROPERTY, COMMISSIONER GROVES 
 
RESOLUTION #07-11-17 A Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Water Supply 
Agreement 
 
After reviewing the resolution, Commissioner Groves made a motion to accept the 
resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hartke.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Groves, Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  
Motion carried.  5-0 
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WALK ARCHITECTURE, LLC. INVOICE 
City Clerk Evans explained to the Council that the invoice for Walk Architecture was 
generated due to the fact that the Council wanted to see if there were any other options 
for the addition to the building.  Evans told the Council that the invoice is for work that 
Mrs. Walk did because we asked her to, and Evans felt that invoice should be paid.  After 
a brief discussion, Commissioner Edwards agreed, and made a motion to pay the invoice 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner 
Edwards, Hartke, Groves, Lindley, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 
It was the Consensus of the council to have the History Room Committee attend the next 
meeting to have further discussion about the expansion.   

 
STREETS AND ALLEYS, COMMISSIONER EDWARDS 
No report was given. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, COMMISSIONER LINDLEY 
No report was given.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chief Schabbing told the Council that the new officer has been working the past two 
months and has learned a great deal.  Schabbing said that he is hopeful that he will be 
able to start patrolling on his own very soon.  Also, the police department participated in 
the “No Shave November” and to participate each individual had to donate money.  Chief 
Schabbing said that the department raised over $200 which will be used to purchase gifts 
from the names on the Christmas tree at First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust as well as food 
for their Christmas dinners.   
 
Superintendent Helm updated the Council on his department as well.  Helm said that they 
spent the last few days replacing light bulbs in the Christmas lights and hanging them and 
have scheduled to put up ground displays on Wednesday.  Helm said all the Christmas 
decorations will be ready before Saturday, December 3rd.   
 
Treasurer Foor told the Council that NPP co-sponsored the Children’s Shopping Spree on 
November 18th and held a vendor fair at the same time.  Foor said that she didn’t have the 
total number of those who attended but it looked like a large number of kids and parents 
attended.   
 
Nathan Bergin asked the Council that once he cleaned his property, would there be 
anything else that had to be done.  City Clerk Evans told the Council that Mr. Bergin 
received a notice from the City Attorney explaining that he had multiple violations for  
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nuisances on the property, and he had ten days to correct the violations.  Evans told 
Bergin that as long as the violations were corrected within the allotted time, and no other 
violation occurred, there should not be any further action that she was aware of.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioner Groves made a motion at 7:30 pm to move into executive session for 
Personnel - Section 2 (c) (1) – Employee hiring, firing, compensation, discipline and 
performance, and Purchase or Lease of Real Estate – Section 2 (c) (5) – includes general 
discussion of whether land should be purchased or leased by the public body.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Groves, Lindley, 
Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none. Motion carried.  5-0. 
      

RECONVENED AND ROLL CALL 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:09 p.m. on a motion from Commissioner Edwards.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Those present for roll call were:  
Commissioners Edwards, Hartke, Groves, Lindley, and Mayor Kepp. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Lindley.  Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, 
Lindley, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 

  
 
________________________________   
       Brenda Evans, City Clerk 
 
 
________________________________ 
                          Date 


