
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

CITY OF NEOGA 

HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

533 CHESTNUT AVENUE, NEOGA, IL 

OCTOBER 23, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tony Kepp.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  Those present were: Commissioners Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, 
Groves, and Mayor Kepp.  Others present were City Clerk Brenda Evans, City Treasurer 
Diana Foor, Building Inspector Jeff Morrison, Officer Jim Fuller, Dustin Hakman, Lee 
Beckman, Neoga News Editor Billie Chambers, Trevor Beals, Melinda Beals, Shawn 
Finney, and Kaylie Groves. 
 

MINUTES 
After reviewing the minutes, Commissioner Edwards made a motion to approve the 
regular session minutes from October 10, 2017.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Groves. Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, Lindley, and 
Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried. 5-0.  
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, MAYOR KEPP 
 

ITEP GRANT 
Engineer Lee Beckman told the Council that he held a public meeting earlier in the 
evening to explain the ITIP Grant and where the shared path would be located.  Beckman 
explained that the path would go from 7th & Wilson Avenue south to 6th & Wilson 
Avenue.  The path will east to Maple Avenue and then north to 9th Street.  From there the 
shared path would go west to Rt. #45, turn south to 7th Street and west to Park Avenue.  
The path would be 8’ wide.  Beckman said that the grant would be for $1,014,960 with 
leverage funds in the amount of $253,740.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner 
Hartke made a motion to proceed with the grant application.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, Groves, Lindley, Edwards, and 
Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 
Engineer Beckman also handed out a project update sheet showing all the projects which 
included the waste water treatment plant, safe routes to school, Kepp Avenue, CDAP 
water grant and the $100,000 state grant.  No questions were asked or motions made.   
 
RESOLUTION #05-10-17 Funding Support for 2018 Illinois Transportation 

Enhancement Program Grant Project 
 
After reviewing the resolution, Commissioner Groves made a motion to accept the 
resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hartke.  Ayes, 
Commissioner Groves, Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  
Motion carried.  5-0. 
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CHRISTMAS TREE AT SITTING PARK 
Dustin Hakman informed the Council that the Neoga Partnership for Progress would like 
to plant a large Christmas tree on the north end of the 600 block of Oak Avenue.  
Hakman explained that it is getting harder to find a big Christmas tree for the annual 
Christmas celebration.  The Council asked Hakman to see if they could find a tree that 
would work there and come back to them.   
 
EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE 
City Clerk Evans told the Council that the health insurance for the city employees is 
coming up for renewal as of December 1st.  Evans explained that the current health plan 
had an increase of almost $800 per month for all the current employees.  Another option 
was to offer a HSA health plan with a higher deductible.  Evans explained that the City 
could offer to continue to pay the same premium for each employee and place the 
difference between the higher deductible premium and the current premium into a health 
savings account which could be used for the employee’s deducible.  The Council 
discussed the options at great length and decided to table it until the next meeting.   

 

FINANCE, COMMISSIONER HARTKE 
 
MONTHLY BILLS 
After reviewing the bill list, Commissioner Hartke explained that the reason the bills 
were higher than normal was due to the $100,000 payment towards the sewer bonds.  The 
Council asked about the invoice from Mug-A-Bug in the amount of $2,483.70.  City 
Clerk Evans told the Council that Superintendent Helm said that the public works 
employees didn’t have enough spray to finish the year.  Evans said Helm explained to her 
that the cost is $1980 for one drum which is scheduled to increase next year, and if 
ordered in October the company offered free shipping.  Commissioner Hartke made a 
motion to pay the monthly bills as presented in the amount of $163,973.83 and 
recommended that Superintendent Helm order enough to get through next year as well.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner Hartke, 
Groves, Lindley, Edwards, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 

PUBLIC PROPERTY, COMMISSIONER GROVES 
 
EJ WATER COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Mayor Kepp updated the Council on the recent discussion with EJ Water regarding the 
opt-out clause.  Kepp explained that they have agreed to include an opt-out clause but 
wanted the council to understand that Rural Development had to agree to it as well.  
Mayor Kepp said that if RD didn’t agree to the opt-out clause, the City and EJ would 
have to have separate attorneies to come to some other agreement.   
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SETTING LOT PRICE AT NEOGA MEMORIAL CEMETERY 
City Clerk Evans asked the Council to set a price for irregular shaped or half lots.  After a 
brief discussion, Commissioner Groves made a motion to sell irregular shaped or half lots 
at $175.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Ayes, Commissioner 
Groves, Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried. 5-0. 

 

STREETS AND ALLEYS, COMMISSIONER EDWARDS 
 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROJECT 
Engineer Beckman said that he met with City Clerk Evans and IDOT representatives 
Greg Palmer and Sherry Phillips regarding this project.  Beckman said that we are still 
waiting on Springfield to modify the route.   
 
REMOVAL OF TREE AT 811 LOCUST AVENUE 
City Clerk Evans said that one of the trees at 811 Locust has been dropping large limbs 
Evans said that she had the tree service company inspect it and found the tree is mostly 
dead.  Evans said to top out the dead branches out will cost $700, and to have the tree cut 
down would be $1550.  Commissioner Edwards said that since the tree is dead and will 
have to come down anyway there would be no sense in just trimming out the dead limbs.  
Commissioner Edwards made a motion to have the tree cut down and removed at a cost 
of $1550.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner 
Edwards, Hartke, Groves, Lindley, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 
TRUCKS AND TRAILERS IN RESIDENTIAL AREA 
The Council discussed prohibiting the parking of trucks and trailers in residential areas.  
After a lengthy discussion about the complaints from individuals compared to those who 
are making a living, it was the consensus of the council to table it until a later date.   
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, COMMISSIONER LINDLEY 
No report was given.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Shawn Finney told the Council that the Neoga School District has been discussing the 
option to sell their property on 6th Street, aka, the Neoga Elementary School.  Finney 
asked what it would take to rezone the property and / or if the city knew of a good use for 
the property.  City Clerk Evans said that she would send him the requirements to have the 
property rezoned.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion at 7:43 pm to move into executive session for 
Personnel - Section 2 (c) (1) – Employee hiring, firing, compensation, discipline and 
performance, Sale or Lease of Real Estate- Section (c) (6)- limited to actual setting of 
price for sale or lease of public property, and Litigation – Section 2 (c) (11) – pending, 
probable or imminent litigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  
Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, Lindley and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none. 
Motion carried.  5-0. 
      

RECONVENED AND ROLL CALL 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:22 p.m. on a motion from Commissioner Groves.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  Those present for roll call were:  
Commissioners Groves, Lindley, Edwards, Hartke, and Mayor Kepp. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Groves.  Ayes, Commissioner Edwards, Hartke, Groves, 
Lindley, and Mayor Kepp.  Nays, none.  Motion carried.  5-0. 

  
 
________________________________   
       Brenda Evans, City Clerk 
 
 
________________________________ 
                          Date 


